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EULOGY FOR A HOUSE OF A MILLION TEARSEULOGY FOR A HOUSE OF A MILLION TEARS

Fort Bragg’s only funeral home, Chapel by the Sea, was destroyed by fire on 

January 12, 2019. For over a hundred years, this stately building was a symbol of 

reverence for the departed and solace to the bereft. The shock and sadness of its 

destruction rippled throughout our coastal community. As a neighbor for nearly 

three decades, Kate Erickson had a close up view of the devastating fire. She 

sought to soothe her own grief by delving into the history of our town’s mortuaries 

and the families who operated them. What her investigation uncovered is both 

fascinating and informative. 
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FIRE AT THE MORTUARY
On Saturday afternoon, January 12, 2019, I walked by my kitchen window and 

glanced, as I often do, at Chapel by the Sea, the mortuary across the alley. A work 
crew had spent the morning installing new windows in the upstairs apartment, part 
of a lengthy renovation project to a space that hadn’t been updated since the eighties.

A white puff of mist floated out the apartment’s open door. Within seconds, it turned 
dark grey. I hollered at my husband Gary, “The mortuary’s on fire!” I grabbed the phone 
and rushed outside dialing 911. It had already been reported.

A flurry of law enforcement arrived to cordon off the street. Neighbors gathered, 
some with me inside my fence, all sharing looks of horror. People wept. We watched 
the smoke grow in volume and black intensity. I cried for it to stop. 

The fire had other ideas.
Huge flames erupted from the upstairs door. Seconds later, fireballs exploded from 

the newly installed windows. Our amazing volunteer fire department arrived and set to 
work, spraying the building with thousands of gallons of water. I held hope they could 
contain it at the upper level.

The fire had other ideas.
The violence of a structure fire is terrifying to witness. Despite copious amount of 

water sprayed with extreme velocity, the blaze spread to the lower level, forcing those 
windows to explode.

Within a few hours, Chapel by the Sea was in ruins. The freshly completed apartment 
renovations were gone. Julie, the manager who had moved in two weeks previously, 
and her dog Pillie were out of town for the day. She anticipated returning to new, draft-
free windows only to find she had lost virtually everything—including her two young 
cats, two canaries, and her fish. She arrived about two hours after the fire started, and 
stood in the alley next to her friend Amy, tears rolling down her cheeks.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF FUNERAL HOMES
Over the span of a hundred years, Chapel by the Sea arose from the merger of three 

separate entities. In 1883, the building was constructed as a private home at 445 East EULOGY—Continued on Page 3

Page 2 Real Estate Magazine May 21, 2021

Fir Street. In 1935, the home was purchased by Herman and Ida Matson, parents of lo-
cal contractor Harold Matson. When Harold married Joanne in 1946, they moved in with 
his parents and lived there until they built their own home across the street. 

In 1948, Fort Bragg funeral director Robert Cain and his wife Josephine bought the 
house. They converted the downstairs to a mortuary and the upstairs into an apartment. 
It became known as Cain Grove Funeral Home and was a competitor to Fort Bragg’s 
other mortuary—the Cannarr Funeral Home located on Main Street.

Story by Kate Erickson

ABOVE: Chapel by the Sea as it will be forever remembered. Photo provided.

EULOGY FOR A HOUSE OF A MILLION TEARSEULOGY FOR A HOUSE OF A MILLION TEARS

••    For a photo album oF these and all our residential, land and commercial listings, please see For a photo album oF these and all our residential, land and commercial listings, please see gbrealty.comgbrealty.com    ••

Gale Beauchamp, broker    gbrealty@mcn.org
Carol Ann Walton, realtor®   cwalton@mcn.org
Masha Grohman, affiliate broker    mashabyc@yahoo.com 

Gale Beauchamp Realty •
 345 Cypress  |  Fort Bragg, CA 95437  |  tel: 707.964.5532

Gale Beauchamp, broker               gbrealty@mcn.org
Masha Grohman, affiliate broker   brokermasha@gmail.com 
Cheryl Covington, realtor® cheryl@cherylcovington.com 
Tom Hawkins, realtor®   tomhawkins.gbrealty@gmail.com

If you have been considering selling a property here on the Coast,  
now is a great time to do it. Our inventory remains low and  

there  are many qualified buyers eager to check out new  
listings in seemingly all price ranges as they  

come on the market.

Please call or send a message if you’d like to discuss your market  
value or other aspects of selling at this time. All of our  

residential listings have been sold so we have the  
time and energy to be very helpful.

THIS HIGH VISIBILITY
0.23 acre corner lot is located on 
Highway 1 in the very heart of 
Fort Bragg. Now on the market 
for the first time, and once site of 
the cherished local ‘’Piedmont 
Hotel’’ in bygone years, this 
vacant parcel is ready for a new 
identity. Now enhanced by great 
ocean views and close proximity 
to the popular new Coast 
Trail, the location provides an 
outstanding opportunity for 

development. Several permitted uses; retail, restaurant/cafe, art studio/gallery, minor auto repair, 
mixed-use office. An exciting spot for a high-traffic business location!              (26960) $299,000

NEW DRILLED WELL!
Build your dream home among 
the gorgeous redwoods, rhodo-
dendrons, and ferns. Tranquil 
private one-acre parcel within 
minutes of all amenities. Buyer 
to explore milling trees for home 
build. Beautiful natural shrubbery 
creates a privacy barrier. Owner 
has marked corners with survey. 
Septic design in 2008 for three-
bedroom, standard with pump 
tank in county records.         

(26485)  $120,000

PRIME LOCATION 
IN THE SUNBELT out 
Sherwood Road east of 
town, this great one-acre 
parcel has been nicely 
cleared of brush making 
it very easy to see the full 
property. A corner lot, it is 
partially fenced and deep 
enough to place a home 
back off the road for privacy. 
Come take a look at this 
fine spot for building your 

home. A rare offering. June 2019 preliminary report by Rittiman and Associates shows two 
sites for aerobic system on southern portion of parcel. Wet weather monitoring could result in 
a less expensive design.                 (26866) $175,000
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In 1920, Robert and Grace T. Cannarr had moved from Sacramento to purchase 
what was then the only mortuary in Fort Bragg, located at what is now the North Coast 
Brewing Company Tap Room Restaurant and Bar. After years of marriage, the couple 
divorced—an unusual act for the time. Even more uncommon was the fact that Grace 
bought out her husband’s interest and became sole owner of the business. In 1950, 
she sold to Bryan and Marjorie Fairlee and it became the Cannarr-Fairlee Funeral Home. 
(When a funeral home is purchased, it is customary to keep the previous owner’s name 
attached.)

Bryan passed away in November 2019. According to his son Duff, “My parents grew 
up in the Sacramento Valley. My dad knew he wanted to be a funeral director from a 
very young age, and worked for funeral homes in the area. When he returned from 
World War II, he and Mom married and he went to San Francisco Mortuary College. 
While living in Healdsburg, he heard of a funeral home for sale in the middle of no-
where—Fort Bragg. 

“There were two parts to the business—the funeral home and the ambulance ser-
vice. It was common in those days for funeral homes to own both. When a call came in, 
it was either for medical assistance or a removal. Dad would go on either.

“My mom agreed to the purchase, but told him she didn’t want to live or work in a 
funeral home. As it happened, they lived there for two years and she worked as the 
receptionist until they built their house.”

In 1967, Bryan designed and  built a new location for his business on East Laurel 
Street. The previous location was sold as office space to the College of the Redwoods. 

Growing up, Duff often worked with his dad. “My friends found it an odd profession, 
but for me it was normal. It gave me a concrete foundation. You can’t have life without 
death. I don’t fear death. There’s a beginning and an end. What’s in the middle is life.”

***
Byron Haverfield purchased the Fir Street mortuary from Cain and Grove in 1960, and 

it became Cain, Grove, and Haverfield. In 1984, Bryan Fairlee retired and sold his Laurel 
Street business to Haverfield who combined the businesses into one and renamed it 
Chapel by the Sea: Haverfield and Cannarr-Fairlee. The Laurel Street building is now 
the Fort Bragg Library.

In late 1984, Larry Blair, a funeral director from Eureka, traveled to Fort Bragg on a 
call to transport a deceased back to Humboldt County. “Byron and I had hit it off and he 
offered to sell me the business.”  

Larry’s wife Shirley and daughters Charise and Charla were less than pleased with 
being uprooted from their home in Eureka to the unknown Fort Bragg. “I was thirteen,” 
Charise recalls. “In Humboldt county, Dad managed several funeral homes. They were 
all the same—cold and scary. Dad tried to soften the trauma of the move by telling us 
how Chapel by the Sea was like a beautiful home. Turns out he was right.”

The family moved into the apartment above the alley garage in January 1985. The 
mortuary was also the base for the Fort Bragg Ambulance Service. Larry became an 
EMT and served as mortuary director. Shirley dispatched ambulances and worked in 
the office. “It seemed as though I met myself coming and going,” Larry recalls, “but I 
loved every minute of that adventure.”

Charla remembers: “When Dad slept, he was always ready to roll with his pants and 
shoes next to the phone. I grew up hearing the phone ring in the middle of the night, 
knowing he was heading out to either save someone’s life or bring them back to the 
funeral home. He sometimes left several times a night and worked the next day as 
though nothing had disturbed his sleep.”

Growing up in the town’s mortuary held special intrigue for Charise and Charla. 
Charla, who was ten when the family moved to Fort Bragg, says, “When I was in mid-

dle school, Daddy would often drop me off in the removal car, sometimes the hearse, 
and occasionally the ambulance. I loved the attention. 

ABOVE: Herman and Ida Matson with family in the 1930's before renovations were done. Photo provided.

MATSON
BUILDING MATERIALS

EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN ONE AWESOME PLACE!
LUMBER  |  PLYWOOD  |  ROOFING  |  FLOORING  |  DOORS  

TOOLS  |  PAINT MATCHING  |  STAINLESS STEEL  
CABINETS  |  PLUMBING   BRICK & BLOCK  |  ELECTRICAL  

INSULATION  |  SHEETROCK FASTENERS  |  WINDOWS      

           PREMIER ROOFING DEALER

Saturday deliveries available by appointment!

22601 N. Hwy 1  |  Fort Bragg, CA 95437  |  Phone: 707 964 5170    
Store Hours: M—F: 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Closed weekends

www.matsonbuildingmaterials.com

EULOGY—Continued on Page 6
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435 N. Main Street 
Fort Bragg, CA 95437
(707) 961-0911
www.lsndesign.com

Schlosser, Newberger
ArchitectsArchitects

Architecture, Landscape Design 
& Energy Analysis

Diana

PO Box 395 • Albion •California 95410
www.dianawiedemann.com

Mendocino
Hardware
Hardware ·  Paint ·  Plumbing  

Electrical ·  Lumber 
Housewares

937-0375
10510 Howard Street 

Mendocino

Open 7 Days a Week!

ALBION DOORS & WINDOWS
New and Recycled

Unique Styles — Low Prices
Antique Door Hardware

Larry Sawyer & Harriet Bye
707  937-0078
knobsession.com

707•357•7044 
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • DECKS & PORCHES  

DOORS & WINDOWS • CUSTOM CARPENTRY
www.twobearsremodeling.com

License #1022538

TONK’S
TREE SERVICE
• CERTIFIED ARBORIST WE-9236A

• SPURLESS PRUNING 
• VIEW & SUN IMPROVEMENT

• HAZARDOUS REMOVALS
• STUMP GRINDING
• BRUSH CHIPPING

• 60 FT. AERIAL LIFT
• STORM CALLS

OWNER OPERATED • CA LIC. NO. 798911

964-6209
www.tonkstreeservice.com

E-mail: tonk@mcn.org

S

our roots run deep

License # C10-18-0000072-TEMP

Open daily 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
707-937-3123

Soldemendocino.com

Keeping the ‘Love In It’ 
since 2011

Come visit our new shop! 
45110 Main Street   |   Mendocino

Aaron Rosen,
Owner/Operator

License #OPR 10935

Locally Owned & Operated on the Mendocino Coast

• THOROUGH INSPECTIONS
• STRUCTURAL TREATMENTS 
• PROVIDING GENERAL PEST CONTROL
• ALTERNATIVES TO FUMIGATION AVAILABLE

964-7909
 247 North Main Street • Fort Bragg, CA 95437
 www.mendolaketermitecontrol.com

interiors • marketing • portraits • fine art

yvonneboyd.com
instagram.com/yveye

yvonneboydphoto@gmail.com

707-492-4103

Homeo-prophylaxis for classic and Homeo-prophylaxis for classic and 
modern day diseases. Effectively treats modern day diseases. Effectively treats 

a wide variety of acute & chronic a wide variety of acute & chronic 
conditions in adults and children.conditions in adults and children.

MAIN FOCUSES:MAIN FOCUSES:  Shingles, Digestion, Shingles, Digestion, Anxiety, Anxiety, 
Women’s Health, Flu-like conditionsWomen’s Health, Flu-like conditions

BOOK INTRO-CHAT OR APPOINTMENT ON ZOOM:BOOK INTRO-CHAT OR APPOINTMENT ON ZOOM:
shellygarrisonhomeopath.comshellygarrisonhomeopath.com

••CLASSICAL  CLASSICAL  HOMEOPATHYHOMEOPATHY
 Shelly Garrison CCHCCH

certified homeopath

Paul
Douglas

Architect

PO Box 1393 Mendocino
CA 95460
      707 937-3729
medarch@mcn.org

www.pauldouglasarchitect.com

Fort Bragg
Plumbing

Well Test Reports
Septic Tank Inspections

Complete Water System Service
Water Filtration Water Heaters

Complete Plumbing Emergency Service

State Cont. Lic. No. 407516
P.O. Box 1878, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

(707) 964-0604

707-357-0339
www.DancingDogDesignBuild .com

LICENSE #901297

DANCING DOG

DESIGN-BUILD

Design through Construction
Custom Homes and Remodels

KEMPER
ENVIRONMENTAL

�
Septic Consulting

Frank Kemper
707.357.2703

KemperEnvironmental@gmail.com

Debra Beck Lennox, AIA
Art & Architecture

User-friendly green design since 1985

707.937.0770
dblennox.com  
dblennox@mcn.org

Paul
Douglas

Architect
Architecture & Site Planning

Mendocino, CA
707 937-3729

medarch@mcn.org
pauldouglasarchitect.com

license #906083

 Marcel’s 
Painting
interior and exterior
free estimates

 707-813-7084

Lance Michael Sprague
LEED AP - MGBP

Green Building Design
Mendocino & Sonoma Coast

Office 707-962-8050 • Cell 707-813-1334
lancesprague@lmsdesign.org

www.lmsdesign.org

Lisa Aloha  Lisa Aloha  
Massage TherapyMassage Therapy

Offering:Offering: Therapeutic Massage Therapeutic Massage
Deep Tissue, Lomi Lomi Deep Tissue, Lomi Lomi 
Transformative BodyworkTransformative Bodywork
Thai, Yoga or Pregnancy MassageThai, Yoga or Pregnancy Massage
and Myofascial Releaseand Myofascial Release

Certified & Insured Member ABMPCertified & Insured Member ABMP

www.lisaaloha.massagetherapy.comwww.lisaaloha.massagetherapy.com

707-357-4371707-357-4371
Mention this ad for a $20 discount.Mention this ad for a $20 discount.
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ALL THING$ TAX
Brandt R. Stickel, JD, LLM and Larry Flores, CPA of Hogan & Stickel, Inc. are providing this 

column as a courtesy to Real Estate Magazine readers regarding tax changes on the horizon.

WILLS AND TRUSTS [Part I]

Changes in the federal estate tax appear to be in store given the political realities of a 
motivated Biden administration and an apparently receptive Democratic Congress. As things 
stand, the applicable exclusion amount for federal estate tax (the threshold for federal estate 
tax liability) is $11.7 million in 2021. Effectively, that means the federal estate tax is a “non-is-
sue” for most folks on the Mendocino coast. The Biden administration is proposing to reduce 
the applicable exclusion amount to either $5 million or $3 million. In certain respects, the 
current proposals only accelerate what many people consider inevitable. The current estate 
and gift tax scheme, enacted by Congress in 2017 (“Tax Cuts and Jobs Act”) is scheduled to 
sunset in December, 2025 and revert back to a $5 million exemption. This stop gap approach 
to the federal estate tax is not new. In 2001 Congress enacted tax legislation (The Economic 
Tax Relief and Reconciliation Act of 2001) which revised the scheme for federal estate and 
gift tax providing that legislation would “sunset” on December 30, 2010. On December 17, 
2010, Congress enacted new tax legislation extending the provisions of the 2001 Act for an 
additional two years. All to say, the federal estate tax is a political football. Change is the 
norm. Depending on the actions Congress takes, a future article will address some novel 
estate planning techniques that might be used to mitigate federal estate tax liability.  In the 
meantime, I think it is useful to review the bedrock estate planning techniques in any political 
climate.  

Wills and Trusts.  The issue of Wills vs. Trusts really turns on the issue of Court involvement 
and the corollary issue of public vs. private process. In California, if a person dies with a Will, 
the Will is lodged with the Court as a file open for public inspection. When such Wills outline 
the testator’s intention for distribution of their estate, they are administered by the state 
probate courts. A Petition for Probate is filed in the local Superior Court.  Usually, the Executor 
appointed by the Will to administer the estate files this Petition. Because the rules regarding 
probate procedure are a bit arcane, the executor typically retains an attorney. Preliminary to 
the hearing in Court on the petition for probate, the attorney files a notice in the legal section 
of the local newspaper. This notice of administration of the decedent’s estate is intended 
to give constructive notice to a certain type of creditor. These are “unknown” creditors that 
might not be discovered in a thorough search of the decedent’s records. These “unknown” 
creditors might, for example, be someone who suffered loss because of a breach of contract 
by the decedent; or a tort claimant in an auto accident. Whatever the cause, this notice is 
intended to advise these creditors that the decedent has died and a probate proceeding has 
started.  Such creditors might not live in the area; they may not have reason to read the 
newspaper. Nonetheless, the notice is effective to apprise them they have four months to 
make a claim against the estate. At a public hearing, the Court generally appoints the per-
sonal representative of the estate (as the executor or administrator is known once appointed 
by the Court).  After the hearing in probate Court, the first duty of the personal representative 
is to give formal notice to known creditors. These creditors are informed that if the decedent 
owed them money, they have a right to make a claim against the estate. As with the unknown 
creditors, these creditors are required to file their claim and present it to the personal repre-
sentative within four months.

A cardinal feature of the probate proceeding is the Notice to Creditors. It also is one of the 
benefits of probate. The statute of limitations for claims against decedent’s estate is usually 
one year. In probate, creditors effectively have a shortened statute of limitations.  Wills lodged 
with the Court are subject to public inspection.  

After giving notice to creditors, the personal representative, through his counsel, is required 
to file an Inventory and Appraisal with the probate Court. Administratively, the attorney sub-
mits an inventory to the Probate Referee appointed by the Court. While the personal represen-
tative is authorized under the Probate Code to value cash items, the Probate Referee typically 
values most of the assets. This inventory and appraisal serves two purposes: First, it estab-
lishes the date of death valuations of assets in the estate essential to securing the “step up” 
in basis authorized by Internal Revenue Code section 1014. Secondly, however, the inventory 
and appraisal establishes the base line for determining ordinary fees paid to the personal 
representative and the attorney for the estate. These fees are based on the gross value of the 
estate and set by Probate Code section 10810. It is 4 percent of the first $100,000 in value; 3 
percent of the next $900,000 in value, and 2 percent of the next $800,000 in value. Assuming 
a $1 million dollar estate, that translates into $23,000 payable to the personal representative, 
and $23,000 payable to the attorney for the estate, for a total of $46,000, which comes off 
the top of the estate, before creditors or beneficiaries are paid.

In trust administration, by contrast, fees for the successor trustee are determined by the 
Trust; and fees to be paid to the attorney for the successor trustee are a matter of contract. 
Some attorneys charge a flat fee analogous to the fees paid in probate. Others, like our office, 
charge an hourly fee. It is very unusual in a routine trust administration to run up fees anything 
like the fees incurred in probate. This consideration of fees tends to be a determinative factor 
for many clients as they consider the pros and cons of Wills and Trusts.

Before moving to consideration of trusts, there is one further significant benefit of probate. 
In probate, the Court is there to ensure the integrity of the process. At the conclusion of the 
probate proceeding, the Court issues its “blessing” on the actions of the personal repre-
sentative when it issues an Order for Distribution. Thereafter, once the Court confirms that 
distributions have taken place as ordered, the personal representative is formally discharged.

In an upcoming article, we will discuss revocable living trusts and trust administration.

—Brandt R. Stickel, Attorney

SHERI MOLINA 
Realtor® 

DRE 01730348

707.684.0034
sherimolina@comcast.net

sherimolina.net

Multi-unit property! Whether you want rental income or have an Multi-unit property! Whether you want rental income or have an 
extended household, this property has lots of potential. Charming extended household, this property has lots of potential. Charming 
1800s home updated for modern comfort all on a single level. 1800s home updated for modern comfort all on a single level. 
Three bedrooms, large kitchen and utility room. Private yard. Three bedrooms, large kitchen and utility room. Private yard. 
Two alley studio apartments with parking are 528 sq. ft. each. Two alley studio apartments with parking are 528 sq. ft. each. 
These will need lots of work but are fantastic income potential These will need lots of work but are fantastic income potential 
and are private from front house. Off the busy streets but close and are private from front house. Off the busy streets but close 
to restaurants, services, and coastal trail.     MLS 27783 to restaurants, services, and coastal trail.     MLS 27783 $499,000$499,000
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ABOVE: Bryan and son Duff. Photo provided.

“One day I was walking home 
from school and turned up the 
walkway to the front door, which 
was heavy. I struggled to open it. 
I looked behind to find three kids 
had followed me. They said, ‘Are 
you going inside?’ Their faces 
looked pale, eyes like saucers. 
‘Yes, I live here.’ I was proud of 
that beautiful red house.”

Charise agrees. “Chapel by 
the Sea always had a welcoming 
and peaceful feeling. In a time 
when people are ‘vibe’ sensitive, 
you could say it had good vibes. 
It was a place of sadness, but 

also held so much love. So many 
‘I love you’s’ were said there for 

the last time as families said goodbye to loved ones. There were often family members 
who decided to forgive each other at the realization that life is short. 

“Even though it was just a building, Chapel by the Sea was a huge comfort to people. 
It had a way of making you feel as though you were in a beautiful place built for final 
farewells.”

“The only thing I didn’t like about growing up in a funeral home,” Charla says, “was 
when anyone I loved passed away. In high school I lost several friends. Going to sleep 
at night knowing they were beneath me in a cold room all alone felt like a heavy burden. 
I was also impacted when children passed.

“Dad used avoidable deaths as teaching moments. Sometimes I felt like we grew up 
in an episode of ‘1000 Ways to Die.’ We were taught a healthy fear of the ocean, that 
drinking and driving is reckless, and that water and electricity don’t mix. Daddy never 
missed a teaching opportunity. If you’re smart, you learn from your mistakes. If you 
want to live a long life, you learn from the mistakes of others.”

Charise found it heartbreaking to sometimes come home from school and hear peo-
ple crying downstairs. “It was hard on funeral days to see people grieving. My sister 
and I helped Dad clean up after funerals. We’d find a sea of flower petals and used 
tissues—a  sobering reminder of how bittersweet life is.”

GOOD NEIGHBORS

My family and I moved to Fort Bragg in 1992 when our children were three and six 
years old. We loved our house, but had reservations about its location across the alley 
from the mortuary. We would live next to a place that held dead people, confronted daily 
with our mortality. We feared our children might grow up warped. Within a few months 
we understood what young Charise realized years earlier—it was more like a beautiful 
house than a mortuary.

Our move happened the summer after kindergarten for our son Harrison and he 
hadn’t had an opportunity to make friends. At the time, Larry and Shirley Blair lived in 
the upstairs apartment with their teenage daughter Charla. Older daughter Charise lived 
in the alley apartment with her husband Nathan, who worked for Larry. 

That summer, Nathan did a lot of outside work. While taking walks with the kids, we 
got to know everyone across the alley. Convinced they were trustworthy, my husband 
Gary and I consented to let Harrison hang out with Nathan when he worked outside. As 
the summer wore on, this happened a few hours each day. It also became a bargaining 
chip when Harrison misbehaved. “That’s it, buddy. You’re grounded.”

Imagine the deep sadness of a cherub-faced six-year-old as he stood at our gate 
howling like a wounded dog, “Nathan, I can’t come over to the mortuary today. I’m 
grounded.”

At times, Charla graciously consented to tossing a baseball with Harrison, honing 
throwing and catching skills that carried him into Little League.

Over the years, our families socialized, celebrating birthdays and other events. But 
mostly, we visited through the alley, getting to know one another in a casual small town 
kind of way.

Eventually Larry and Shirley moved into their own home and, later, out of the area, 
but to this day, Shirley calls me “Neighbor” whenever we meet. I have a deep and abid-
ing affection for this lovely, kind woman.

After Charise and Nathan divorced, she married John Reynolds and moved away. 
The couple had two children and returned to live in the mortuary alley apartment when 
Katelyn was nearly five and Jacob eighteen months. This planted the seed of a deep, 
lifelong friendship where we shared many joys, including the birth of their son Nick, 
and one major sorrow—John’s sudden death in 2010 when the children were thirteen, 

Refi nance   
Purchase Loans   
Reverse Mortgages

FHA/VA Record-low Rates

415.747.7190
NMLS 388516

DRE 01246698

SALLY FIGUEIREDO, HOME LOAN SPECIALIST

Sally is the most wonderful person 
to work with!! I would recommend her to 
anyone looking to close on a loan in a 
timely manner. She was amazing with 

response time and answering any 
questions we had. The Ten Commandments 

of Buying a Home were especially 
helpful from the start!

                                        —Karl N. from Vista, CA

ten, and seven. Over the years, they moved to various places, but we remained close. 
Throughout it all, the looming red mortuary stood as a monument to our friendship.

***
Larry has memories of particular deaths that touched him deeply. “There are stories 

that still move me to tears and always will. I can never forget the death of Officer Steve 
Sundstrom, an Air Force fighter pilot stationed in Germany. He was involved in a mid-air 
collision with another fighter jet. He safely ejected, but was killed when his parachute 
failed to open.  

“This happened around Christmas 1989 and we hosted the military escort that stood 
at his casket around the clock for two days. Shirley prepared food for them. We buried 
him in the cemetery at Inglenook with a full military fly over. The aircrafts flew so low 
it shook me in my boots.”

Other tragic deaths also stay with Larry. “I remember two accident scenes. One in-
volved four young people in a car that plunged into the ocean just north of Mendocino. 
I arrived to find Police Chief Joe Mayberry on scene. At the top of the bluff were the 
bodies of two teenagers—a boy and a girl. Two young lives lost for no good reason. 

EULOGY—Continued from Page 3

ABOVE: Larry and Shirley Blair with daughters Charise and 
Charla. Photo provided.
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 Fort Bragg Realty
 809 North Main Street • Fort Bragg, CA 95437

707 964-2121
 www.c21fortbraggrealty.com • Lic. #01300755

 CALL  US TO RECEIVE AN AUTOMATIC  E -MAIL  NOT ICE OF  ALL  NEW L IST INGS!

Smarter, 
Bolder, 
Faster

 ® and ™ trademarks of Century 21 Real Estate Corporation. Equal Housing Opportunity.        EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

 From Westport to Gualala • We have Century 21 Agents living and working in Westport, Caspar, Mendocino, Little River, Albion, Elk & Manchester. With the ability to serve you with all of your 
Real Estate needs! Come in to either of our offi ces and see our 24 residential, 3 manufactured in park, 5 commercial, 2 business and 16 land listings.  •  E-mail: C21fbssr@fortbraggrealty.co 

LOCALLY OWNED

A PERFECT MARRIAGE of ocean vistas and city 
convenience is found in this custom, 3 bedroom, 
3 bath, ocean view home with bonus of� ce. 
Warm butter toned walls, open � oor plan and 
many large windows create a style as timeless 
as the surrounding ocean and garden scenery. 
Inside, � nd carefully chosen amenities such as 
engineered wood flooring, granite counters, 
and propane � replace. The striking gourmet 
kitchen is anchored by a spacious island which 
functions as a family gathering spot. A roomy 
master bedroom/bath and guest bedroom/bath 
on the � rst � oor and of� ce; bedroom and newly 
remodeled full bath on the second � oor. 

(27819)   $1,200,000

LOCATION on the ocean side of Highway 1. 
Rolling meadows surround the property. Privacy, 
gated, and on three-quarter acre. Custom-built 
home with steel frame, metal siding, and roof. 
New � ooring, paint, plus some � xtures. Master 
bedroom, bathroom, kitchen, dining, and living 
room on � rst � oor. Two bedrooms and bath 
upstairs. Large bedroom upstairs has a walk-
out sliding window onto an expansive deck 
with ocean view. Central heat and wood stove 
in living room. Large attached garage, � nished 
walls. Water storage tank, on well with newer 
pump. Second unit in back, fenced for privacy; 
storage, workshop or of� ce? (27712) $529,000

FULLY FURNISHED vacation home or rental. 
Classic two bedroom, one bath home built in 
1942. Off-street parking, two-car garage, and 
nice landscaped fenced yard. Private deck and 
patio in backyard. Pellet and wood stove. Great 
� oor plan.             (27798)  $449,000

THIS FULLY SUSTAINABLE, spacious, automat-
ed, multi-generational countryside home is ideal 
for remote work and school needs. The custom 
smart home is equipped with a professional-
grade network, enterprise WiFi which supports 
streaming and zoom needs, a dedicated THX 
home theater, over twenty touchscreens, backlit 
engraved keypads, distributed audio throughout 
the home, whole home video intercom system, 
commercial grade security (over twenty cameras) 
and smoke-detection system, � ood and security 
light sensors, automated separately pumped 
irrigation system, automated lighting system that 
is easy to use, four zones of automated central air 
heating, steam showers, brand new furnace, two 
full kitchens, 1,000 gallon below-ground propane 
tank, 3,000 gallon water storage tank with built-in 
ozonation system.          (27631)  $1,999,000 

YOUR PRIVATE PARADISE awaits. Beyond 
the gated driveway is your 40 fenced acres of 
majestic redwoods and a running creek. This 3 
bedroom, 2 bath, Lindal type open-beam lodge 
with stone � replace and modern construction is 
beckoning you home. Old growth redwood siding 
and wrap-around deck constructed of old-growth 
redwood assure longevity. The property boasts a 
600 sq. ft. guest cabin/shop. An 1,800 sq. ft. barn 
with slab � oor and two roll-up bay doors await 
your projects. Totally off grid with two solar-power 
systems and backup generator.    

(27803)  $1,750,000

LOOKING FOR PEACE and serenity with ocean 
views? This four-bedroom home has plenty of 
space to live and make memories. This home 
takes advantage of the ocean views with a 
reverse living plan. The living and kitchen areas 
are on the top � oor. Expansive decks were all 
done in low-maintenance Trex decking. The 
property has had new exterior paint, a � fty-year 
roof, and dual-pane windows and sliding glass 
doors in the past few years. This home is in move-
in ready condition with most of the furnishings 
available to be included making it a great option 
for a second home. County records show 1,908 
sq. ft. plus a 936 sq. ft. basement. The bonus 
room over the garage is nearly a blank slate. It 
would make a great media room or whatever your 
lifestyle needs for extra space.  (27512) $850,000

GREAT INCOME opportunity for an owner 
operator. Owned and operated 27 years. Owner 
is now downsizing. Franchised take-and-bake 
pizza shop is well located in the Boatyard 
Center. Adjacent to Harvest Market. Great history 
and great employees. New owner must meet 
franchise requirements and training. Lease to 
be assigned upon sale. Turnkey and ready for a 
new owner.                (27253) $89,000

BEAUTIFUL PARCEL located in the sunbelt just 
� ve miles east of Fort Bragg and one parcel 
away from the border of Jackson Demonstration 
State Forest and just down the road from miles 
of hiking and biking trails. A building site was 
cleared in 2004 with a driveway roughed in and 
a well drilled on the east side of the driveway 
apron. Power is adjacent to property. Lots of 
saplings and brush are regenerating in the 
cleared building site. Surrounded by mature 
forests, this is a great location to build out of the 
fog, but still enjoy the temperate coastal weather.  

(27713)  $147,500

BEAUTIFUL LOCATION overlooking the Noyo 
River; 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths. Master bedroom 
and half bath on one side of home; two guest 
bedrooms and full bath on other side. Updated 
flooring, fixtures, tiled shower in bathroom. 
Newer solar panels, roof, exterior paint, interior 
paint (partial), newer water heater, enclosed sun 
room with river view. Separate garage. A warm 
and inviting home ready for you to move into. 

(27734) $610,000

BASIN VIEW ESTATES just out Highway 20 
is where this 1975, three bedroom, two bath 
redwood home is located. One of the area’s 
nicest subdivisions. Established neighborhood. 
This home has been family-owned since built. 
Beautiful setting, with sewer available from 
the city of Fort Bragg if ever needed. Not in the 
city but in the sewer district. Additional storage 
building on the property.       (27802)  $750,000
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OCEAN RIVER ESCAPE
Albion       MLS 27821
$869,000

SEASIDE BUNGALOW
Mendocino   MLS 27814
$895,000

COZY COTTAGE
Fort Bragg      MLS 27816
$540,000

ENCHANTED COTTAGE
Little River    MLS 27809
$820,000

MAIN STREET PRESENCE
Fort Bragg     MLS 27549
$1,350,000

CHARMING BUNGALOW
FORT BRAGG      MLS 27795
$435,000

LAND OF MANY USES
ALBION       MLS 27794
$595,000

STILLWELL POINT
LITTLE RIVER   MLS 27404
$2,900,000

PACIFIC WONDER
LITTLE RIVER   MLS 27808
$495,000

LAND

INGLENOOK OASIS
FORT BRAGG    MLS 27695
$759,000

SMIDGEMORE
MENDOCINO   MLS 27784
$2,600,000

BEAUTIFUL BUILDING SITE
MENDOCINO    MLS 27769
$695,000

NOYO RIVER WONDERLAND
FORT BRAGG     MLS 27785
$1,295,000

LAND

NOYO TIMBER RANCH
Willits   MLS 27339
$1,200,000

REDWOOD RETREAT
Fort Bragg     MLS 27793
$599,000

MENDOCINO CONTEMPORARY
Mendocino     MLS 27817
$810,000

OAK TERRACE
Fort Bragg      MLS 27801
$525,000

OCEAN VIEW DRIVE
Fort Bragg    MLS 27246
$210,000

Barry Cusick, Broker Assoc. 707.813.8430 Sarah Schoeneman, Realtor® 510.418.0070 Kira Meade, Broker Assoc. 707.357.2194 Chuck Meissner, Realtor® 707.684.6388

Cheri Osborne, Broker Assoc. 707.357.4414 Meghan Durbin, Broker Assoc. 707.272.9681 Dale Simpson, Broker Assoc. 707.813.4051 Linda Simpson, Realtor® 707.813.0964

Jim Eldridge, Broker Assoc. 707.813.8134 Johanna Hopper, Realtor® 707.357.3694   Jessa Poehlmann, Realtor® 707.813.0424 Justin Nadeau,  Realtor® 707.972.3184

Art Love, Broker Assoc. 707.972.6585 Noah Sheppard, Realtor® 707.813.8138 Bob Jetton, Broker Assoc. 707.734.0417 Greg Burke, Broker/Owner 707.489.7027

Direct Lines

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 7 DAYS A WEEK

Each Of� ce is Independently Owned and Operated

www.mendosothebysrealty.com 703 North Main Street, Fort Bragg
707.964.3610

1061 Main Street, Mendocino
707.937.5822

THE STEWART HOUSE
Fort Bragg      MLS 27725
$959,000

LEOFS ESTATE
Fort Bragg      MLS 27804
$699,000

SOUTH CASPAR SEASCAPE
Mendocino     MLS 27692
$2,400,000

VICTORIAN FARMHOUSE
Fort Bragg    MLS 27786
$699,500

DOWNLOAD OUR FREE

Mobile App 

it makes looking for properties easy!
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TEN-ACRE parcel with cleared building area, 
drilled well, and current septic permit. Feels 
secluded and private, yet has easy access and 
is only minutes away from Mendocino village. 
Sunbelt location with redwoods and small year-
round pond. Potential to build two residences—
only western portion of property is in the Coastal 
Zone. About one mile from the ocean as the crow 
� ies, you can hear the waves at night.  

(27810)  $435,000

 Seascape Realty
45050 Little Lake Street • P.O. Box 583 

Mendocino, California 95460

707 937-2121
www.c21seascaperealty.com • Lic. #01300756

FANTASTIC parcel to build your town home. 
Hook up to mutual water and sewer along with 
underground utilities. The village of Mendocino is 
just minutes away. This lot is sold with detailed 
plans for a 2,104 sq. ft. home complete with sun 
porch and decks.    (27740)  $175,000

 ® and ™ trademarks of Century 21 Real Estate Corporation. Equal Housing Opportunity.        EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

 From Westport to Gualala • We have Century 21 Agents living and working in Westport, Caspar, Mendocino, Little River, Albion, Elk & Manchester. With the ability to serve you with all of your 
Real Estate needs! Come in to either of our offi ces and see our 24 residential, 3 manufactured in park, 5 commercial, 2 business and 16 land listings.  •  E-mail: C21fbssr@fortbraggrealty.co

 CALL  US TO RECEIVE AN AUTOMATIC  E -MAIL  NOT ICE OF  ALL  NEW L IST INGS!

LOCALLY OWNED

PENDING

WANT TO CREATE a country homestead that 
can be private yet close to amenities and 
coastal recreation? Woodland property home 
to redwood, pine, tanoak, and huckleberry. A 
seasonal creek runs through an enchanting 
ravine. Ten Mile Cut Off Road passes through 
the property with coastal zone on the south 
and inland zone on the north. 79 acres of 
possibility.           (27705) $399,000

IN 1855 CAPTAIN DAVID LANSING built the 
� rst Victorian home in Mendocino village using 
redwood milled in San Francisco. Converted to a 
duplex in 1938 and remodeled in 2012, it is now 
offered for sale along with a completely rebuilt 
water tower residence. Plenty of opportunity here. 
1.465 acres zoned MMU 12k for potential minor 
subdivision, or a very large yard. Central heat, 
perimeter foundation, wood � oors, dual-pane 
windows and updated kitchens. Easy walk to Big 
River Beach and village center. May be the last 
best investment in the village. Captain Lansing 
took advantage of getting in on the ground � oor 
of the timber rush. This may be your opportunity to 
get in front of a new rush to the Mendocino Coast. 

(27553) $1,850,000

ENJOY YOUR OWN mini botanical garden at the 
end of Walnut Street. Decks on the south and 
east sides of the house for outside entertaining. 
Two upstairs dormered rooms, perfect for viewing 
lovely gardens. An automatic awning over the 
slider provides shade when you want it. The 
interior features a wood ceiling with impressive 
large beams and a built-in oak living room 
entertainment center. (27570) $549,000

MULTI-UNIT property! Whether you want 
rental income or have an extended house-
hold, this property has lots of potential. 
Charming 1800s home updated for mod-
ern comfort, all on a single level. Three 
bedrooms, large kitchen, and utility room. 
Private yard. Two alley studio apartments 
with parking are 528 sq. ft. each. These will 
need lots of work but are fantastic income 
potential and are private from front house  

(27783) $499,000

GET AWAY to cool ocean breezes on the 
Mendocino Coast. Small, two bedroom, one 
bath refurbished manufactured home in park 
with new paint and � ooring. Point Cabrillo 
Highlands is a small and quiet park of ten 
trailer homes and ten cabins with long-
term occupants. Just five minutes from 
Mendocino village and adjacent to Point 
Cabrillo Light Station Historic Park. Common 
areas have spectacular ocean views and 
trails to the bluff.             (27782)  $80,000

MAJESTIC REDWOOD trees are the back-
drop for this intriguing, split-level, three-
bedroom home. The big deck off the living 
room is a private spot to soak up the sounds 
of nature. In addition, there are three sound 
and spacious outbuildings that could be used 
in multiple ways. Imagine the possibilities 
that are not limited to workshop, barn, and 
guesthouse.              (27696)  $555,000

PARCEL WITH SOUTHERN exposure located in 
desirable Surfwood IV with building plans for a 
dramatic, ocean-view, two-story home designed 
by local architect Diana Weidemann. Plans will 
need to be updated with an Administrative Coastal 
Permit. Mutual water and sewer available—no 
expensive perc tests or well drilling. Jack Peters 
Creek borders the east of the property and the 
ocean is nearby. Parcel #41 is ready for the home 
of your dreams.              (27388)  $205,000

Smarter 
Bolder 
Faster

WHISTLETOP Twenty plus years in 
Mendocino, this well-known and established 
shop on Main Street has a unique inventory. 
Gifts, clocks, chimes, clothing and many 
other items makes this shop a must-see 
among locals as well as visitors. Time for the 
owners to retire. Great opportunity. Leased 
space in one of the most visible locations in 
Mendocino. Inventory is not included in sales 
price.                    (27014)  $60,000
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PA M E LA H U D S O N REAL ESTATE
E N E R G Y  |  E T H I C S  |  E X P E R I E N C E

1000 MAIN STREET   |    MENDOCINO, CALIFORNIA 95460   |    707.937.3900   |    off ice@pamelahudson.net

Please conta�  us for our luxury o� -market inventory

A CLASSIC AND EXEMPLARY OFFERING in 
Mendocino just minutes north of the village. Private and 
quiet lane with large parcels separating a unique variety 
of custom homes as it leads you to this magnifi cent 
masterpiece at the end just at the ocean’s edge. Soaring 
ceilings and meticulous attention to detail in every room 
of the home. Custom-built desks and shelves created 
by master craftsmen. Unique design with each wing 
of the residence surrounding an intimate courtyard 
with sheltered spaces for entertaining and dining. 
Temperature-controlled wine room. Separate guest 
suite and exercise room accessible from a private 
ground level entrance.
$3,250,000  MLS 27580  

45451 Drifters Reef
Mendocino, CA 95460

SPECTACULAR CUSTOM OCEANFRONT 
RESIDENCE overlooking the Pacifi c Ocean and the 
Mendocino coastline. Unique fl oor plan with loyalty to 
the oceanfront view location from every room. Optional 
two master suites with sitting rooms. Could easily 
be modifi ed to create four separate sleeping rooms. 
Spacious great room with windows to the ocean from 
every angle. Marble fl ooring throughout. Large attached 
fi nished garage with shower and toilet rooms. Ground 
fl oor and upstairs decks facing to the southwest. Two 
fi replaces. An exceptional offering on the Mendocino 
Coast.
$3,900,000   MLS 27685

11500 Road 500
Mendocino, CA 

RIO MACGREGOR
REALTOR®

BRE # 01976996
707.397.0075

PAMELA R. HUDSON
BROKER,

BRE #01036573
707.813.0813

DENISE SMITH
OFFICE MANAGER

MEG WILSON
REALTOR®  

BRE #01720911
707.357.7781

DAVID HARR 
REALTOR®  

BRE # 02114874  
707.513.5055

MARY CHAMBERLIN
REALTOR®  

BRE #01956270
707.367.5920

THOMAS R. HUDSON 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE AT pamelahudson.net



Real Estate Magazine   May 21, 2021   Page 11

OCEANFRONT HOME IN ANCHOR BAY with white water views, built in 1969 and remodeled over time, home and property has been in same 
family for over 40 years. Unique layout offers plenty of possibilities, three bedrooms a bonus room downstairs, an 800 sf loft upstairs ready for 
your vision to finish to suit. Feel the ocean breezes and hear the seals barking in the distance, this is coastal living. 

MLS 27811. Offered at $995,000

JUST SOLD! A RARE OPPORTUNITY for the quintessential Mendocino historical home. Panoramic white water and water tower views from 
almost every room in the house, perfect for watching the sunsets in the evenings. Built in 1872 of old-growth redwood, with a detached studio 
building as an added feature. Home is located on a large corner lot located on the desirable west side of the Mendocino village. Ocean and 
headlands views, layout with two bedrooms and two bathrooms downstairs, and a ladder stairway to a large finished attic upstairs being used 
as two bedrooms with skylights with dramatic views. High-speed internet.                MLS 27764. Just sold for $1,200,000

WHITE WATER OCEAN VIEW Mendocino village lot offers a rare opportunity to build a home in a prime location a short walk to beaches, 
headlands, shopping, and fine dining. This is the one of the last available lots left in Mendocino. Architectural plans for a two-story home are 
included and have been approved by the Mendocino Historical Review Board. Seller financing may be available upon approval. Plan to live the 
Mendocino dream in your new home.                                MLS 27702. Offered at $399,000

SWANKY SURFWOOD SURROUNDINGS... Imagine your dream home in desirable Surfwood IV subdivision 
on a flat building location with an ocean view lot in a subdivision surrounded by luxury homes. Conveniently 
located minutes from the historical village of Mendocino with views of the headlands. Level usable lot is 
located nearby great schools, and open air activities including hiking, biking, and kayaking. Over one-acre 
parcel has mutual water, underground electricity, and high-speed internet available. Seller financing may 
be available upon approval.                MLS 27721. Offered at $225,000

JUST SOLD! Two homes on one property, brand new Eco manufactured home on foundation, and bohemian 
barn living space on two acres with horse stable, two acres of level pasture property, and redwood trees. 

MLS 27681 Sold for full asking price, $650,000 Let me help you sell your property, too.

Inventory is low, the demand for houses on the Mendocino coast is higher than ever. 
Call me for a free evaluation of your home value today.

Deirdre Lamb 
Broker

BRE #01841638

707.937.9999

To view any 
listings on the 

coast, call 
MENDOCINO 

REALTY for an 
appointment 

today!

HAPPY SUMMERTIME!

45005 Ukiah Street   |   Mendocino, California   |   707.937.9999 & 707.937.4040   |   mendocinorealtycompany.com   

JUST SOLD

estate plann i n g 
trust administration

probate 

Margaret Mary O’Rourke
      at t o r n e y  at  law

mendocinolegal.com

707.937.42 12
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“The other accident in-
volved four deaths on Sher-
wood Road. A sixteen-year-
old girl was driving at a high 
speed and crossed over the 
center line, hitting another 
car head on, killing a lady 
who was visiting from out of 
town. Also killed were two 
twelve-year-old kids in the 
back seat. It was such a sad 
scene with the car on its top 

and two kids lying beside it. Every responder somberly did their job while wishing it 
was not so.” 

I also remember this incident. It was a late afternoon in August 2001—the second 
day of school. The weather was sunny and warm. My kids were in middle and high 
school. We noticed an extraordinary amount of law enforcement activity across the 
alley. Through one of Harrison’s friends, we learned that young people were involved 
in an accident. We spent an uneasy evening thinking we might know them. Turns out 
we didn’t, but that didn’t matter. Along with the rest of the community, we grieved the 
loss of those lives.

KINDNESS IS IN THE JOB DESCRIPTION

For thirty-six years, the loving staff of Chapel by the Sea has played a vital role in the 
final farewells of members of our community. Retired Mendocino County Sheriff Tom 
Allman recalls, “When deputy Ricky Del Fiorentino was killed on March 19, 2014, in an 
exchange of gunfire with a fugitive, I was working with his family. It was close to mid-
night when Ricky was brought to the mortuary. His wife Beth wanted to say goodbye 
as soon as possible. The mortuary staff was beyond gracious. They quickly prepared 
Ricky and allowed deputies to escort Beth for the most emotional goodbye imaginable. 

“They helped us in the middle of the night, an act that will never be forgotten. They 
allowed a wife to say goodbye to her hero husband. Beth told me later that being able 
to spend time with Ricky so soon was very important to her grieving process. Big city 
mortuaries would never have allowed such an act.”

The owner of Mendocino Cookie Company, Wendy Younger fondly remembers the 
mortuary. “Upon learning my brother John died after hitting a power pole and stumbling 
from his car to accidentally connect with a downed live wire, I called Chapel by the Sea 
and asked to see him. They gave my mom, John's ex-wife, and me time for a private 
moment to say goodbye and have some closure. They prepared him so beautifully. I’m 
sure it was a lot of work, but they never let on. They were tremendously kind. It made 
all the difference to us. I love those people. We are so lucky to have had the high caliber 
of funeral directors and staff over the years.” 

This devotion to caring for the departed and the bereaved is reflected in Larry Blair’s 
recollections of his time as owner of Chapel by the Sea. “We grew so close to the com-
munity that we felt like we were caring for own family. Then the day came when we 
did care for our own. The death of son-in-law John Reynolds was deeply painful as we 
comforted our grandchildren and watched our daughter literally shake with emotion. 
Charise always said the mortuary was a house of a million tears. I have to agree—we 
left some of ours there, too.

“I felt it was a great calling in my life and worked diligently to fulfill that calling. Fort 
Bragg will always own a corner of our hearts.” 

AFTER THE FIRE

In the days following the Chapel by the Sea fire, a steady stream of cars and people 
paraded along Fir Street. The mood was solemn—like a funeral—the shared grief of a 
community shedding tears for the loss of a loved one. 

Nine months later on September 17, 2019—Harrison’s thirty-fourth birthday—the 
process of tearing down the remaining shell of the building began. 

Shadows of the emotions I felt when the fire broke out hovered over me—too terrible 
to watch, yet demanding to be witnessed. I felt relieved the charred remains would 
soon be gone, but mourned the finality. Over the course of four days, a piece of equip-
ment that looked like a Tyrannosaurus Rex crunched walls, chewed them into pieces, 
and loaded the debris into massive dumpsters to be carted off.

And just like that, over a hundred years of history was erased.

***
Shortly after the fire, a portable building was moved onto the property and serves as 

the office while waiting for the mortuary to be rebuilt.
In 1999, the Blairs sold the mortuary to Kevin Stiles and Dan Roberts. According to 

Kevin, “We plan to rebuild the building very nearly as it was before. The interior will be 
upgraded to include a gathering room for families to share food and visit after a service. 

It will also be offered for gatherings unrelated to funeral services. 
“We hope to keep the brick front. In keeping with the original house that was built in 

1893, we’ll use lap siding. The paint colors we’ve chosen are cream with white trim.
“Probably the biggest change is that we are not planning to paint it red. This may 

cause angst for some and relief for others. We hope to keep the brick front but the color 
will be cream with white trim. Also, we’ll use lap siding instead of stucco, in keeping 
with the original house that was built in 1893. We’re getting the project started this 
summer and, hopefully, completed by next summer.”

Before long, over a hundred years of history will be resurrected to become the place 
where future generations will gather to bid final farewells to their loved ones and shed 
their million tears. REM

A MILLION TEARS
I find it more than a bit ironic that the topic of this month’s Real Estate Magazine editorial is 

about a mortuary because, I’m sorry to tell you this so suddenly, only last night, my much-loved 
partner of eighteen years, Ed Murrell, died. This isn't exactly an obituary. I'm just free associat-
ing on this column tonight. I wasn't expecting to write any such thing, but here we are. 

There was nobody in this world like Ed, who combined the most dissimilar attributes you 
can imagine into a single, most admirable and profound human being. He was beautiful. He 
was tall, dark, and handsome, smart, generous, wise, kind, practical, risky, brave, conscious, 
industrious when he wanted to be, stubborn, athletic, a walker, meticulous, a gym rat (before 
Covid), a numbers guy, and a great appreciator of nature. But it was his family he held above 
all else. He was a dad and a grandpa, much beloved by every one of his three daughters, two 
step-daughters, seven grandchildren and four step-grandchildren. His brother and sister and all 
their kids, his zillion cousins, nieces and nephews...family featured hugely in his life. 

He was kind, thoughtful, and fully committed to doing good works. As a serious Vipassana 
meditator since the nineteen eighties, he spent at least two hours a day looking inward, and 
every other year took thirty- and sometimes forty-day silent meditation retreats at various ash-
rams in California and New York. After graduating from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and 
moving to California from The Bronx, he got his masters in engineering from Stanford and 
started a family, eventually becoming a math teacher at Mendocino High School—maybe you 
were one of the many students he taught there for almost thirty years who looked up to him, 
listened to him, learned from him, and were influenced by him. He was the opposite of gushy. 
The guy was austere, but you absolutely knew what you were dealing with at all times: the truth, 
and, if you were lucky, a deep, abiding, non-gushy love that came from his core. 

He gave everything he had to people in need: as a hospice worker for many years, as a 
teacher of Vipassana meditation to inmates at Alabama's maximum-security prison, Donald-
son Correctional Facility, as a deliverer of Meals on Wheels to shut-ins on the coast. His Aunt 
Bessie Delany, who with her sister Sadie wrote the iconic ’seventies best-selling book Having 
Our Say, taught him always to give to charity, an admonition he followed every year of his life. 
He had several obsessions: He'd been a pilot since the sixties and flew small planes with the 
greatest of pleasure and skill. He was a camper and backpacker who liked to take solo hikes in 
the mountains as well as to join the men’s group he'd been in for twenty-one years out in the 
wilderness. And he was a crack skier, also since the sixties, hitting the slopes every year, so 
avid that he packed food in his rucksack so he wouldn’t have to take a break from skiing for 
lunch. There’s more.

Two months ago, he had a bad fall while skiing and broke both of his legs. He was eighty, 
excited that eighty-year-olds get to ski free at a lot of resorts. My family and we had all gone 
to Tahoe and rented a house there and he was having a peak experience up on the mountain 
when this most unfortunate event occurred. I won’t go into all the details, but the accident pre-
cipitated a lot of complications, which, in the end, resulted in a pneumonia that didn’t respond 
to antibiotics, and it killed him. 

He knew exactly how he wanted to die and he died, as he did everything, absolutely on his 
own terms. Over the last few days, I witnessed more bravery, love, and arduous work, on his 
part and his family’s, than I have ever in my life. The journey of dying is as mysterious as being 
born. The opportunity for learning, forgiving, opening, and healing is as huge as the sorrow of 
losing a beloved one like my beautiful Ed. I am exceedingly sad, and at the same time I am filled 
with joy, awe, and love for our two families. And him. 

RIGHT: This is a photo of Ed from be-
fore I ever knew him. It was taken 
by one of his students, whose name 
I can't ask him anymore, so I hope 
that person will forgive me. Ed said it 
was for an assignment from Bill Bra-
zill's photography class, probably 
sometime in the 'eighties. It's of Ed 
in his math classroom at Mendocino 
High School, sitting on his BMW bike 
and wearing a leather jacket. He had 
no idea he was gorgeous.  

ABOVE: The rebuilding has begun. Photo by Zida Borcich.
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Real Resources/EventsReal Resources/Events Information about your event must be written copy… E-mail, FAX, mail or delivered to our office. To limit errors 
and omissions phone messages about events will not be accepted. A telephone number for information must 
be included.  Public Service Announcements Courtesy of Real Estate Magazine.

Compiled by Lisa Norman, Editor

Our community is blessed and resilient. Local resources are being extended to serve our community as the state, 
nation, and world recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. Help can be found online and in the essential businesses 
within our community. Grateful to live in a rural town with a myriad of creative craftspeople and farmers! 

Stay Home Except for Essential Needs and Identified Outdoor Activities

This is a mandatory order. Download the Order to Shelter-in-Place from the county website which carefully outlines the 
designated exceptions to staying in your home.  
On March 17, 2020, Mendocino County’s Public Health Officer announced a Public Health Order that states residents 
shall stay home except for essential needs. The SIP has since been revised multiple times in response to the changing 
status of our county in this pandemic. 
Over a year later, we are still recovering from the pandemic and the health order has been revised multiple times. The 
latest order, April 16, 2021, Health Officer Dr. Andrew Coren addresses updates to shelter-at-home directives with 
respect to the state’s “Blueprint for a Safer Economy” and the latest industry guidance in regards to COVID-19. This 
order is effective until rescinded.

All individuals in the county are directed to continue to shelter at their place of residence with deference to state of 
California “Blueprint for a Safer Economy” and COVID-19 industry guidances with limited additional requirements and 
exemptions. This order is effective until rescinded. 
Failure to comply with the order is a misdemeanor punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both. Thus residents and 
businesses are urged to closely read the order and follow it. 
Governor Newsom’s resilience roadmap and four-staged plan to reopen the state is found at https://covid19.ca.gov/
roadmap/.  

COVID-19 Vaccinations

Call 707-472-2759 with questions on the vaccination process; information is also found at mendocinocounty.org; 
there are three identified phases but currently all individuals age 18 and older ( 12 and over for Pfizer clinics) qualify 
to receive the vaccine. Vaccine events are being held at various locations in Mendocino County. First Dose Vaccination 
Clinic: May 21: Eagle Peak Middle School (Pfizer), Eagle Peak students over the age of 12 and their families, 8:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. (walk-up only); May 21: Pomolita Middle School (Pfizer), Pomolita students over age 12 and their 
families, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (walk-up only); May 21: Ukiah High School (Pfizer), Ukiah High students over age 
12 and their families, 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (walk-up only); May 22: Ukiah High School (Pfizer), all individuals age 
12 and older, schedule appointment online (see the link on the county website.)  Second dose appointments are also 
scheduled; see the county website for more information.

As of April 14, 2021, 37,835 individuals residing within Mendocino County have been vaccinated with at least one 
dose. Total vaccines administered to individuals residing within Mendocino County, 64,308.

Mendocino County Updates

Live updates are at 2:00 p.m. during the Health Officer’s Friday Update which is streamed live on the Mendocino 
County YouTube Channel (www.youtube.com/MendocinoCountyVideo) and Facebook page  
(www.facebook.com/mendocinocounty/). 
Daily updates on cases may be found at the county of Mendocino Facebook page and data is now updated daily by 
8:30 a.m. on the county website with the previous day’s statistics. 
For the latest Public Health COVID-19 updates for Mendocino County go to: 
www.mendocinocounty.org 
Call Center: (707) 234-6052 or email callcenter@mendocinocounty.org 
The call center is open Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
As of May 18, 4,137 cases (1,689 community spread) are recorded in Mendocino County, 4,020 released from 
isolation, and 63 in isolation, 2 hospitalized, 3 ICU, 49 deaths.

California Department of Public Health

Go to cdph.ca.gov for the daily COVID-19 UPDATE. 
As of May 18, there are a total of 3,666,591 positive cases and 61,513 deaths. There have been 63,477,928 
cumulative test results reported, and 34,804,886 vaccines administered.Further description of the cases and testing 
may be found at this website.

Contact :

Office of Public Affairs 
(916) 440-7259 
Email: CDPHpress@cdph.ca.gov 
COVID-19 hotline: 1-833-422-4255, Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Go to cdc.gov for the summary of COVID-19 cases in the United States as well as a global map.

As of May 18, 32,795,780 cases are recorded; 583,596 deaths.

CDC Coronavirus Interactive is a website that presents data using visual dashboards that include interactive maps, 
graphs and other visuals. 

All 50 states have reported cases of COVID-19 to CDC.

Call CDC at 800-232-4636 or go to the CDC-INFO link at the website to submit a webform question. The CDC website 
also has an expansive FAQ page with information on the basics of the disease on down through protection measures 
and testing and CDC response. Automated email updates are available through the CDC website.

Total vaccines administered: 275,535,207

World Health Organization

Go to who.int for the latest global updates and daily press briefings. 
As of May 18, WHO reports 163,312,429 confirmed cases, 3,386,825 deaths, and 237 countries, areas or territories 
with cases. As of May 17, 1,407,945,776 vaccine doses administered. There is a global map showing the areas with 
cases and a bar graph depicting the cases by date of report, which gives a strong visual of the peaks of occurrence 
and/or test reporting. Additionally, the website provides a Situation dashboard with the latest numbers by country of 
COVID-19 cases on a daily basis, plus access/link to the WHO Health Alert which brings COVID-19 facts to billions via 
WhatsApp.

GermTracker

Go to nCoV2019.live for the updated numbers on the pandemic. Seventeen-year-old Avi Schiffmann, a high school 
junior from Mercer Island outside Seattle started the site in late December when coronavirus had not yet been 
detected outside China. It tracks, every minute or so, deaths, numbers of cases locally and globally, and provides an 
interactive map, information on the disease, and a Twitter feed. 

Covidresponsenetwork.net 
A local resource, a network of concerned people who aim to make a broad, deep, and effective response to the threats 
of COVID-19.

Mendocino County Mental Health Plan—a 24/7 Toll Free Crisis Line exists, if you are experiencing a mental health 
crisis and need help right away, call 1-855-838-0404

Redwood Coast Seniors—Hot Meals are available for pickup at the front door of the senior center Tuesdays 

and Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for all seniors age 60+. There is no charge for the meal however a 
suggested donation is $5. Please call 964-0443. RCS bus runs Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for 
medical appointments and supply/grocery shopping limited to three passengers at a time for social distancing. 

Fort Bragg Food Bank/Mendocino Food and Nutrition Program, Inc. 

Kids boxes, Monday through Friday from noon to 3:00 p.m.; Fort Bragg Food Bank, 964-9404. Emergency food 
service (Emergency Covid Hours: Open 5 days a week; Pre-made bags Monday – Friday, Daily 10:00 a.m. to 11:15 
a.m., Seniors; Daily 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., General; Wednesday Evening 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Curbside Pickup 
Available, 707-964-9404); Mendocino County has food pantries in many locations: Anderson Valley, 895-2609; Round 
Valley, 983-6262; Gualala, 884-4330; Laytonville, 984-6825; Leggett, 925-6343; Point Arena, 882-2137; Ukiah, 463-
2409; Willits, 459-3333.

Free Meals for All Children

USDA fixed the meal waivers; food bags are available to all children. Each child will receive five days worth of meals 
and snacks. Food bags can be picked up Wednesdays between 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m at Redwood Elementary (324 
S. Lincoln Street) or Dana Gray Elementary (1197 Chestnut Street); any child eighteen years or younger, regardless of 
which school they attend or whether or not they are enrolled in school at all. This meal service extends until funds run 
out; meals are for children only. Call or email Pilar, pgray@fbusd.us or 961-3521. 

Community Curbside Pickups

For the updated list of Grocery Store Delivery and Curbside Pickup, go to mendocinocounty.org, click the link to the 
COVID-19 Information sheet, and then click the Local Resources icon and then the link to the Grocery Store Delivery 
and Curbside Pickup.

REAL EVENTSREAL EVENTS
Ongoing 2021Ongoing 2021
Ongoing
The Long Intermission
Take a seat! Mendocino Theatre Company presents this 
celebration of the company’s past, present and future, with 
special artists: Gloriana Musical Theatre, Mendocino Dance 
Project, Flynn Creek Circus, Hit and Run Theatre, and Bill 
Irwin; along with longtime friends and company members.
Go to Mendocino Theatre Company’s YouTube  
channel and click the link.

Ongoing–Mon. 05/31
Fine Art Photographer, Russ Christoff
Award-winning producer and videographer captures his 
favorite subjects, scenes of the North Coast.
Admission is free.
Open seven days a week, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Edgewater Gallery, 356 N.Main Street, Fort Bragg
mpaul@mcn.org

Ongoing–Mon. 05/31
Mariko Irie 2021
Northcoast Artists Gallery art show featuring member artist, 
lifelong painter, Mariko Irie.
Gallery hours: Wednesdays through Sundays, 11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.; closed Tuesdays
362 North Main Street, Fort Bragg
964-8266; northcoastartists.org

May 2021May 2021
Thurs. 05/20
World Bee Day Celebration Live Stream
Fourth International Day of Honoring the Bees. Acknowledge 
their importance in the Earth’s biodiversity, local food 
security, and ancient sacred knowledge.
Free online with Facebook Live
12:00 p.m.
More information at beeboldalliance.org

Fri. 05/21
Spring Fling
Montessori del Mar annual fundraiser; vacation stay 
raffles, take-home gourmet dinners.
5:00 p.m.
montessoridelmar.org

Sun. 05/23
Poetry Deadline
Send up to four minutes of your fine audio poetry or prose 
to Outfarpress@saber.net; use your audio recording app, 
email the file. Collecting for Dan Roberts’ RhythmRunnin-
gRiver, KZYX radio in June.
937-4107

June 2021June 2021
Sat. 06/12
Art Show
Anne Kessler pastel landscapes and Craig Hathaway burl 
tables. Second Saturday reception, with food and drink. 
Masks and social distancing required.
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Gallery is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
6031 South Highway 1, Elk
877-1128

TOTAL 
RAINFALL*

for the  
MENDOCINO COAST

Total Rainfall 2011–2012 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.82” 
Total Rainfall 2012–2013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.11” 
Total Rainfall 2013–2014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.90” 
Total Rainfall 2015–2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.33” 
Total Rainfall 2016–2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54.98” 
Total Rainfall 2017–2018 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.00” 
Total Rainfall 2018–2019 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.42” 
Total Rainfall 2019–2020 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.91”

Total Rainfall 
2020–2021

To Date 17.03”
Total Rainfall 

March 25, 2021 to May 18, 2021

0.49”
This rainfall data was gathered at 

Mendocino City 
Community Services District

*Total rainfall is measured from July 1 of the preceding year  
to June 30 of the current year.

Mon. 06/21
CYSL Challenger Camp
Coast Youth Soccer League brings Challenger Sports 
camp; Challenger Sports is the largest soccer camp 
company in North America. one-hour TinyTykes program 
(ages 2–5), half-day camps (ages 5–16), and full-day 
camps (ages 8–16).
Register online 30 days prior to receive a free game 
jersey. 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. • challenger.configio.com

July 2021July 2021
Sun. 07/04
Fourth of July Parade
Mendocino village hosting this event.  
More details to follow. • Free  • 12:00 p.m.

Fri. 07/17–Sun. 07/25
Mendocino Music Festival
Better sound, comfort, and ease of implementing 
COVID-19 safety procedures; vaccinated, limited (265), 
masked, and socially distanced audience; musicians, 
staff, and volunteers will be vaccinated also. Tickets 
should go on sale in June.
Cotton Auditorium, Fort Bragg • mendocinomusic.org

August 2021August 2021
Thurs. 08/05–Sun. 08/08
Lark Camp Online
Singers and dancers learn traditional styles from all 
over the world. (Next year’s in-person camp, July 29 to 
August 6; save the dates.) Virtual cabaret, April 23.
707-397-5275; www.larkcamp.org
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Welcome Bridget Santella!       
 Bridget Santella, Realtor® | DRE# 01831191
   Cell: 415-827-1302  email: bsantella4re@gmail.com 

1800s Elk home surrounded on three sides by 
Greenwood State Beach. Beautiful and irreplaceable old-
growth interior paneling, siding, framing and structure generally. 
High ceilings in four bedrooms; BIG open living room and one 
bath with seventies era add-ons. Greenwood Community Services 
District water supply. Creeks on two sides. Extremely rare (all but 
oceanfront, essentially an inholding) opportunity. 

ALWAYS a Great Day In Elk! $694,000

Navarro Riverfront Cabin on 3.9± verdant Elk acres, o� -
grid. Spring water. Seller may carry. $595,000

By appointment only.

4.5+/- Acres of Beautiful 
Redwood Forest. 
Undeveloped, easy access. 
Sound of osprey, ocean and 
wind in the trees. Frog Pond 
Road Li� le River. $299,000

Lic. No. 01132984

Count on Real™ 

BEST  RE AL  ESTATE  SERVI CESBEST  RE AL  ESTATE  SERVI CES
phone: 707-YES-BEST (707.937.2378) 

bestres.com | best@mcn.org

Amy Cavanaugh-Volk, Sales Agent | DRE#01904391 
Cell: 415-254-6882 | email: amycvolk@gmail.com

Kara Zilboorg, Associate Broker.   Notary Public.
Cell: (707) 357-4279 | email: kara4re@mcn.org | DRE# 01932502

        Peter WhitePeter White  

B RO K E R
B RO K E R

Come visit us! Drop by 10450 Albion and Lansing Streets 
Number 8 in Mendocino where we’re sharing a lovely space with 

Mendocino Heritage Furniture! LOTS of room, beautiful 
AND lovely locally made appointments for 

your home — or your friends! Right next door to the 
Garden Bakery! If you � nd me there, co� ee is on me!



Real Estate Magazine   May 21, 2021   Page 15

©2020-2021 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & Völkers and its independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support 
the principles of the Fair Housing Act. All information provided is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed and should be independently verifi ed. 

1 0 4 8 3  L A N S I N G  S T

 M E N D O C I N O ,  C A

B I G  R I V E R  R E A L T Y  I S  N O W  E N G E L  &  V Ö L K E R S  M E N D O C I N O

( 7 0 7 )  9 3 7 - 5 0 7 1  

M E N D O C I N O . E V R E A L E S TAT E . C O M

CENTRAL MENDOCINO VILLAGE MULTI-USE COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

Three parcels, Highway One frontage 
Established businesses, residence, apt.

Fort Bragg  (27825)

OFFERED AT $1,299,000

H I S T O R I C A L  B U I L D I N G

Two bedrooms with en-suite baths 
Ocean views and commercial building pad 

Mendocino (27720)
OFFERED AT $1,295,000

Six residential units and bar/dance area
Circa 1900 on busy corner

Fort Bragg (27612)
OFFERED AT $1,195,000

2 0 0  A C R E  P A R C E L

Ag, recreation, or homesteading use 
Ocean views, meadows, forests

Westport (27590)
OFFERED AT $795,000

SERENITY ON FOREST LANE C O N V E N I E N T  L O C A T I O N

3BD|2BA Sunny location
On coastal thoroughfare and near beach

 Fort Bragg (27589)
OFFERED AT $499,000

P E R F E C T  10  A C R E S

3BD|4BD|2,200 sf on 1.26 acres 
Glorious gardens on a quiet cul-de-sac

Fort Bragg (27807)
OFFERED AT $749,000

360-degree view of ocean, forest
Fantastic horse property 

Albion (27621)  
OFFERED AT $445,000

10 . 6 8  A C R E S CONVENIENT VACANT LOT

Corner lot on coastal thoroughfare 
Near golf course and Mendocino village 

Little River (27805)
OFFERED AT $60,000

Rancho Navarro subdivision 
Well and 3-bedroom septic in place

Navarro (27600)  
OFFERED AT $195,000

VA L L E Y  V I E W S

1+ acre in Anderson Valley
Building pad and dri l led well

Boonvil le (27651)
OFFERED AT $299,000

David Coddington
Broker, Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 357-3579 
david.coddington@evrealestate.com
DRE# 01261496

Scott Vorhees
Of� ce Manager,  Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 483-8509
scott.vorhees@evrealestate.com
DRE# 01955981

Craig Comen
Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 813-7117
craig.comen@evrealestate.com
DRE# 02036136

Craig High
Global Real Estate Advisor
(415) 637-6996
craig.high@evrealestate.com
DRE# 01522135

Kelley Urbani
Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 813-4406
kelley.urbani@evrealestate.com
DRE# 02094249

Robert Kelsey
Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 513-0454
robert.kelsey@evrealestate.com
DRE# 01953586

Joanna Schiro
Broker, Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 536-8691
joanne.schiro@evrealestate.com
DRE# 02094249

Carol Ann Walton
Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 291-2258
carolann.walton@evrealestate.com
DRE# 00483386

Tracy Wolfson
Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 272-5733
tracy.wolfson@evrealestate.com
DRE# 02089975

Claire Amanno
Global Real Estate Advisor
(707) 357-3574
claire.amanno@evrealestate.com
DRE# 02055686

VISIT OUR UPDATED LOCATION ON LANSING STREET IN MENDOCINO!
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MORTGAGE CONSTRUCTION HOME EQUITY

NMLS#472412

Lake County & Mendocino County

We are here to make your homeownership dreams a reality!

Competitive Rates • Low Down Payment Options
Loans Serviced by Savings Bank

(707) 462-6613

VACATION RENTALS
VACATION RENTAL MANAGEMENT

WWW.PACIFICBLUE.BIZ    CARLON@PACIFICBLUE.BIZ
707.357.2520

AN AMAZING 
OPPORTUNITY
to own over 600 
feet of Noyo River 
frontage in the heart 
of Fort Bragg. This 
11.3± acre property 
has mixed zoning, 
Very High Density 
Residential should 

allow for multiple residence with open space sloping towards 
the river, a rare and unique opportunity! Meander down the trail 
to your own riverfront park with extensive beach during low tide. A 
great spot to canoe or paddle board the river and enjoy the seals 
and sea lions swimming alongside you.  Offered at $1,295,000

SEASIDE BUNGALOW! 
Well-cared-for single-
story home with Paci� c 
Ocean and Point 
Cabrillo State Park 
views. Three bedrooms 
and two baths with a 
nice open living area 
and level yard for 

enjoying the outdoors. Easy access to trails to state park lands, 
the lighthouse and blufftop for whale watching. Convenient location 
to beaches, shopping, and � ne dining. A great home for your coastal 
retreat.             Offered at $895,000

 KIRA MEADE 
BROKER ASSOCIATE
BRE# 01220296    

707.357.2194
Kira@mendosir.com
MoveToMendocino.com   

Each of� ce is Independently owned and operated

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 7 DAYS A WEEK  
 1061 Main Street, Mendocino   707.937.5822    |    703 North Main Street, Fort Bragg  707.964.3610

Your real estate 
professional 
on the 
Mendocino Coast!
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