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Tucked in a 250-square-foot shop in Fort Bragg's Depot Mall lies a treasure trove offering 
some of Earth's oldest and finest creations. Besides over twenty-five hundred specimens of 
expertly labeled minerals, rocks, and fossils of high quality, Beautiful Earth offers relevant 

artwork, an exquisite little library, gemstone elixirs, and a huge body of knowledge.
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beautiful earth
a trove of earthly delights
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T
ucked in a 250-square-foot shop in Fort Bragg's 
Depot Mall lies a treasure trove offering some 
of Earth's oldest and finest creations. Though 
not all visitors will feel its abounding energy 

and vibrations, the sheer volume of geologic history con-
tained within should blow anybody's mind. Besides over 
twenty-five hundred specimens of expertly labeled miner-
als, rocks, and fossils of high quality, Beautiful Earth of-
fers relevant artwork, an exquisite little library, gemstone 
elixirs, and a huge body of knowledge.

It is no wonder Beautiful Earth feels and looks like a mu-
seum in miniature. With degrees in Fine Arts, Museum 
Studies, and Geology, Gary Mason has arranged his shop 
aesthetically and organically, taking inspiration from the 
mineralogy collection of France's Natural History Museum 
in Paris. A mix of Chromalux-Halogen and LED bulbs sup-
ply balanced, full-spectrum lighting to provide the optimal 
visual experience of each specimen, creating a clean, 
well-lighted place for rocks. Customers regularly remark 
that Beautiful Earth is the best rock shop in California, or 
sometimes simply their favorite shop of any kind. "Most 
rock shops are dark and dirty with no labels or prices," 
says Gary. "Sometimes stuff is just in piles, so you have 
to find someone to ask the price, where it's from....Then you have to take it home and clean 
it because it's filthy..."  

As Gary acknowledges, "Rock people really love rocks, and others have no interest at all." 
Some of those lovers travel from as far as Nevada or Southern California knowing that here 
at Beautiful Earth they will find high quality specimens at the best price. Several times a 
year Gary brings back new treasures from the big gem and mineral shows like those in 
Tucson, Arizona and Denver, Colorado and also buys from favorite private suppliers, "work-
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Have I mentioned how much I love the 
movies? It's kind of an obsession of mine. 
When the jam-packed program booklet 

for the Mendocino Film Festival arrived and I started perusing 
the irresistible offerings and making those little check marks, 
well, you know. Despite promising myself I wouldn't overbook 
my time again this year...mm hmm: I want to see EVERYTHING. 
Notwithstanding my intention, my dance card is FULL and I plan 
to be a wet noodle at the end of it, as usual. Sitting through three 
or four movies a day sounds relaxing, but you'd be surprised 
how much work it actually is. You have to dash from venue to 
venue, eating popcorn for lunch and maybe dinner and shifting 
your weight around on those folding chairs. It's a full-time job!

The one movie I've already screened, but which I will see again, 
at Crown Hall, Saturday, June 3rd at 12:30 p.m., is The House ����

(All photos in this story by Denice Breaux.) 

TOP HALF of COVER: The arresting 130-pound amethyst specimen catches everyone's eye in Beauti-
ful Earth's window. LOWER HALF of COVER—Left: A pair of ten-inch ammonites 113--125 million 
years old. Center: Beautiful Earth's owner, Gary Mason, at his shop in the Fort Bragg Depot Mall. The 
walls of the shop are covered with relevant art, including some chromolithograph prints of precious 
stones and minerals. Right: Labradorite, iridescent with blue, golds, and grays, is associated with 
transformation.

on Coco Road, directed by Damani Baker, and I am urging 
everybody I know to go see it. My friend Belvie Rooks, writer, 
�lmmaker, activist, thinker, amazing personage at large, and 
coast resident for many years, mentored Damani through the 
long process of making this movie; she and Danny Glover co-
produced the �lm with Damani. As a Los Angeles Times review 
summarized, "Damani Baker offers a moving personal and 
historical account of how he and his family were caught up in 
the 1983 U.S. invasion of Grenada. The result is a fascinating 
and under-reported chapter in the never-ending struggle for 
justice on behalf of black men and women worldwide, as well 
as a scalding appraisal of Reagan-era racial attitudes at home 
and abroad." It's an important piece of history, beautifully and 
thoughtfully made. With a haunting original score by one of 
my favorite musicians, Meshell Ndegeocello, and a cast that 
includes Angela and Fania Davis, the storyline pulled me into 
its vortex of revelation clarifying a little known part of history 
while exploring the infuriating failures of our government to 
look clearly at what was happening at that historic juncture. 
The �lm is "a portrait of an activist and teacher who moves her 

children from Oakland, California to participate in the Grenada 
Revolution only to �nd her family in harm's way of a U.S. military 
invasion. It is the �lmmaker’s search for historical and emotional 
truth that will con�rm his mother’s place in American history." 
(from Damani's website).

The House on Coco Road has been screened at multiple festivals 
this year to sold-out audiences in LA, New York, and other cities, 
and I'm very excited that now Damani will be here in Mendocino 
for its �rst north coast screening. Belvie will be here too, and 
they will tag-team �elding questions after the showing. 

Though he of�cially, for the most part, grew up in Oakland 
and now lives in Brooklyn, New York, Damani spent much 
of his childhood hanging out in Elk with his mom and Belvie, 
embraced by the Elk community, so he considers this "home," too. 
Damani’s career spans documentaries, music videos, museum 
installations, and advertisements. Currently a professor in the 
filmmaking, screenwriting, and media arts program at 
Sarah Lawrence, Damani continues doing new �lm 
projects. I'm proud to welcome him home. Really.

Story by Denice Breaux

ing really hard to get exceptional specimens out of the 
millions that I see while keeping my prices low. I have a 
small shop, but I try to have big variety."

Big variety indeed: Mexican fluorite, Spanish pyrite, tiger 
iron from West Australia, and native copper from Arizona. 
Pieces of the moon and pieces of Mars. Triceratops teeth. 
Trilobites. Fossil jellyfish. Crystals galore. Femurs with 
bite marks. The oldest specimen in the shop is a chunk of 
pre-solar system chondrite, a type of meteorite "zipping 
all around in space and fairly common"; the youngest are 
three-year-old halite salt crystals from the Salton Sea in 
southeastern California where five years ago they were 
a mere solution in a saline body. The specimen having 
traveled the farthest is a meteorite from the main asteroid 
belt (between Mars and Jupiter) while the closest find is 
chert right from the local beach. A bucket full of unas-
suming, rather rough-hewn geodes from Keokuk, Iowa 
are there for the cracking, a popular and exciting activ-
ity at Beautiful Earth. Not only does Gary let you use his 
hydraulic rock-splitter to gently open the geode of your 
choosing, he also guarantees that you'll leave with a daz-
zler—if you happen to open the rare dud, you get to pick 

"I had no idea the earth did this!"

"I'm attracted to everything luminescent."

"I've never seen anything like this before!"

"Did you find all these around here yourself?"

"Wanna hold something really old?"

"Is this really dinosaur poop?"

"There's really strong energy in here."

"Are these for real?"

"No way!"

"Whoa!" 

"Wow!"

"[gasp!]"

 —overheard at Beautiful Earth, Fort Bragg

BEAUTIFUL EARTH
a trove of earthly delights



  Real Estate Magazine   May 24, 2017   Page 3

Earth – Continued from Page 2

another. An added thrill of the geode-cracking is realizing that upon the rock's opening, 
yours will be the first eyes to behold its 275-million-year-old inner beauty. 

Visitors to Beautiful Earth are invited to touch all but a few delicate specimens. On a small 
table sit some especially hands-on items including a 275-million-year-old rattle rock (a ge-
ode with loose crystals inside) from Keokuk, Iowa labeled "SHAKE ME"; a chunky section of 
a 148-million-year-old Apatosaurus femur; and an iron meteorite which fell approximately 
four thousand years ago in Chaco, Argentina. A big favorite among the younger crowd is 
the coprolite, a fancy name for fossilized feces, in this case deposited in Utah 148 million 
years ago by the herbivorous sauropod. "But don't worry," Gary assures the kids and their 
parents. "It no longer contains any organic matter."  

Speaking of fossil dung, British fossil collector, dealer, and paleontologist Mary Anning 
(1799–1847) played an important role in discovering that coprolites were fossilized feces 
and could therefore be used to determine the animals' diet. Due to her sex and poor so-
cial standing, Anning was prevented from fully participating in the scientific community of 
nineteenth-century Britain and was denied membership in the Geological Society of London 
despite her many important contributions to science. Mary Anning is a hero at Beautiful 
Earth, and an informative poster hangs paying proper homage to this vital scientist. 

Rock people, who come in all stripes, enthusiastically enjoy the friendly intimacy of Beau-
tiful Earth with kindred spirits, sometimes making new friends. Topics of conversation 
gleefully veer from Stephen Hawking's brain to the healing powers of celestine to favorite 
restaurants in unlikely places. 

Visitors, be they local or from afar, can easily lose track of time marveling, gaping, in-
quiring, and learning—Gary encourages questions, which he can nearly always answer. 

In addition to offering a wide se-
lection of high-quality, affordable 
specimens, an equally important 
mission of the business is educa-
tion. "When I was a teacher," says 
Gary, "students often thanked me 
for my classes, which kept them 
from dropping out of school." Be-
sides the informal lectures bound 
to crop up daily in the convivial at-
mosphere of Beautiful Earth, each 
year Gary offers a five-session 
class called Properties of Miner-
als. Eventually he would like to 
bring his geology into local class-

Earth – Continued on Page 4
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wonderful things for your home

BELOW–The cabinet at Beautiful Earth features nine drawers 
�lled with hundreds of minerals of all colors, origins, and 
vibrational properties.

REAL ESTATE MAGAZINE
160 South Harold Street  

Fort Bragg California 95437

tel: 707.964.2522

realestatemendocino.com

e-mail: rem@mcn.org

REAL ESTATE MAGAZINE, Mendocino 
Coast Property  is published monthly by Studio 

Z Mendocino. Neither the publisher, nor brokers 

will be responsible or liable for typographical 

errors, misinformation, misprints, etc. Properties are 

subject to prior sale. Publisher reserves the right to 

accept or reject all editorial and advertising matter.

Copyright ©2017. All rights reserved. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced without the 

written consent of the publisher, Studio Z Mendocino.

 Publisher Studio Z Mendocino  

 Managing Editor/  Lisa Norman rem@mcn.org

 Real Estate Ads/Renewals  707.357.4371

 Non-Real Estate Ad Sales    Elizabeth Fenton   

  530.575.5011   

  ElizabethREMad@mcn.org  

 Ad Production  Joe Neves  707.964.1318

  remofc@mcn.org

 Publisher/Graphics/Sales  Zida Borcich 964.2522

              DISTRIBUTION  (8000 copies monthly) 

  Mendocino, Westport to

Fort Bragg, Cloverdale, AV   Chuck Hathaway 

 Little River to Gualala  Patti Fereira     

 Willits and Ukiah   Patti Fereira 

REAL ESTATE MAGAZINE is a FREE Publication.
The price of a subscription covers the cost of FIRST CLASS MAIL plus a small handling fee.

Yes, I would like to receive REAL ESTATE MAGAZINE for:

�R 6 months (6 issues) $21.00     �R 1 year (12 issues) $40.00 

Please send check to: REM, 160 South Harold Street, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Name ___________________________Address __________________________________

City State Zip  _______________________________________________________________

 �� �� ���3�O�H�D�V�H���D�O�O�R�Z�������Z�H�H�N�V���I�R�U���À�U�V�W���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\��

0

REAL ESTATE MAGAZINE
DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN READ

ONLINE? YES! FIND ARCHIVES AT REALESTATEMENDOCINO.COM

REAL ESTATE MAGAZINE



Page 4   Real Estate Magazine   May 24, 2017    

rooms, but meanwhile homeschoolers love visiting the shop, leaving with new wonder and 
a complimentary fossil shark's tooth. And this year Gary participated in Fort Bragg's Earth 
Day festivities with a table of dazzling minerals and information; he provided the California 
State Parks booth with a nickel-iron meteorite, which was once the core of another planet 

that has been broken up and destroyed. 
"Think of that symbolism," muses Gary.

Gary Mason was born in Quincy, Illinois, 
and as a Navy kid moved around a lot. 
He recalls getting a piece of turquoise 
from Disneyland as a youngster, soon 
adding to it a specimen of Nova Scotia 
gypsum he purchased from a Manhattan 
rock shop when the family lived in New 
York. As a middle-schooler in Omaha, 
Nebraska, Gary would fossil-hunt with a 
friend at a big quarry mine south of town, 
collecting beautiful calcite crystals. He 
joined the junior division of a local gem 
and mineral show and started organiz-
ing his own collection, creating detailed 
data cards for each specimen using the 
lead type and letterpress printing press 
in the school's print shop. While attend-
ing San Francisco's Lowell High School 
in the late 1960s, Gary enjoyed visiting 
the city's Academy of Sciences and the 
California State Mineral Collection at the 
Ferry Building, but he no longer collected 
specimens nor went to gem shows. "I 
got into a different kind of rock," laughs 
Gary, "and girls." 

Gary sold his rock collection when he en-
tered San Diego State University, which 
he attended for one year, then spent the 
next several years working on an organic 
farm, traveling, sampling the commune 
life, marrying and step-parenting, and 
finally earning his bachelor's degree 
in Fine Arts from San Diego State Uni-
versity. When he moved to Pasadena 
in 1981 he discovered the city's great 
mineral show and was soon joining local 
mineral clubs, going on field trips, and 
rebuilding his collection. He got a degree 
in Laser and Optics ("because I was good 
at physics, and lasers had beautiful col-
ors"), working in aerospace for twenty-
five years as a technician then as an en-
gineer. Whenever he traveled to Europe 
or Japan he would visit local mineral col-
lections, soon rebuilding his own to over 
two thousand specimens.

When Gary had the opportunity to return 
to school in the early 2000s, he found 
that Chico State University had a small 
and excellent geology department, so 
he moved to Chico and enrolled. Expe-
rience, age, and background put him 
ahead of the game, and soon he was 
hired to teach the mineralogy lab, "get-
ting a grade and getting paid at the same 
time," says Gary, who earned his de-
gree in geology in two-and-a-half years. 
While at Chico State he had taken some 
museum classes, which prompted him to 
enroll in Museum Studies at San Fran-
cisco State College.

While doing museum work at the Califor-
nia Academy of Sciences, Gary discov-
ered that he loved teaching and moved 
to Harrisonburg, Virginia after learning 
of the state's shortage of earth science 
teachers. "It was a blast," recalls Gary, 
an enthusiastic teacher whose sophisti-
cated hands-on labs and cool field trips 
produced successful students, but after 

Earth – Continued from Page 3

TOP: A bucket holding 275-million-year-old geodes 
waiting to be cracked open to reveal their inner 
beauty. MIDDLE: The humble-looking 275-million-
year-old geode reveals beautiful citrine inside when 
cracked open by Fort Bragg resident Maureen James 
with Gary Mason's rock splitter "Zuber." BOTTOM: 
Cloe Tarlton, a high school student who frequently 
works at Beautiful Earth, admires "the purple draw-
er" which holds dozens of amethyst specimens as 
well as a few other purple minerals. Earth – Continued on Page 6

ABOVE: Rob Sula, a �eld paleontologist, holds the Triceratops horn he found in North Dakota. Rob works 
at Beautiful Earth Mondays and Tuesdays.

ABOVE: Gary Mason, geologist and owner of Beautiful Earth, preparing specimens for display and sale 
in his shop.

four years he grew weary of the regional culture and returned to California. 

Through a string of bureaucratic smoke and mirrors, the state of Virginia had issued Gary 
a full credential for life which he in turn used to teach earth science and chemistry at Half 
Moon Bay High School for four years. Five years ago he returned to the Mendocino Coast 
where he had lived for a few years in the 1990s running an essence and gem elixir busi-
ness. As a member of the Mendocino Coast Gem and Mineral Society, Gary set up a table 
at the 2013 Paul Bunyan Days festivities in Town Hall where he sold four thousand dollars' 
worth of gems and minerals in four days. "That weekend a legion of people commented on 
my very attractive, well-priced specimens," Gary says, "asking 'Where's your business?'" 
Encouraged, he wrote a solid business plan, secured some private loans, and a month later 
set up shop in the Depot Mall where business and interest has steadily grown. 

Each year Gary offers a Meet a Geologist event in the corridor just outside Beautiful Earth, 
and this spring he hosted for the first time Meet a Paleontologist. "Mostly I'm a field guy," 
says Rob Sula, who goes looking for fossils, finds them, then brings them back to various 
institutions for study. For the last twenty-one summers he has been a partner in Paleo Pros-
pectors, "essentially a baseball fantasy camp for paleo nerds," says Rob, with digs mostly 
in the Hell Creek Formation in the Western Dakotas. "It helps fund the digs which are costly, 
and funding for sciences is difficult." 

Like Gary Mason, Rob has been a teacher and, also like Gary, he took his first degree in art. 
He recently moved to the Mendocino Coast from Aurora, Illinois, with his artist-writer wife 
Sondra and, new in town, happened to wander into Beautiful Earth. "I was really impressed 
by Gary's sense of aesthetic in the choices he makes," says Rob. "I've been doing this long 
enough to recognize that Gary has very interesting selections at great prices." Eavesdrop-
ping in the shop one day—impossible not to do given the intimacy of the space—Rob heard 
someone ask Gary about ammonites, and "the educator in me came out," says Rob. "I 
started giving them the nickel tour on ammonites, then Gary jumped in with a little ammo-
nite model, pointing out anatomical features...so we were tag-teaming like we had worked 
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out a routine. And I didn't even know Gary's name yet!"

Needless to say, Gary and Rob hit it off, leading to the Meet a Paleontologist event and to 
Rob's working at Beautiful Earth Mondays and Tuesdays. Besides their similar backgrounds 
both in art and science, both former educators have a knack for teaching and love to share 
their knowledge and zeal. Many are the ways to arrive at rock-mania, but "it's all about 
wonder, sort of like how art gets people excited," says Rob. Fossils can be beautiful on 
many levels, he says, and refers to a large piece featuring Orthoceras just purchased by 
first-time customer Kristine Carpenter visiting from Yuba City. She plans to use the impres-
sive 360-million-year-old Moroccan piece as a focal point in her guest room. "I used to 
collect shells, but now I love rocks...I love the history and math behind it all," says Kristine, 
barely containing her glee and pride of ownership. Rob agrees that it is undeniably pleasing 
to the eye, "but the idea that these animals—very intelligent, communal animals—lived 
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360 million years ago is food for the intellect 
as well as the aesthetic," says Rob. 

Like Gary, Rob loves when kids come in the 
shop. Just four years old when he cracked 
open an ironstone concretion during a field 
trip to the Mazon Creek in northern Illinois, he 
found a perfect fern inside. "I couldn't believe 
it! How could this be possible? I was hooked." 
A few years later at Chicago's Field Museum 
of Natural History he had a close encounter 
with a coelacanth being prepared for taxi-
dermy. This prehistoric fish was thought to 
have gone extinct sixty-six million years ago 
until one was caught and thus rediscovered 
in Madagascar in 1938; young Rob, oblivi-
ous to museum protocol, was compelled to 
reach out and touch the specimen, feeling an 
instant electric surge and connection with it. 
"The wonder of these ancient lives and an-
cient places they came from that are concur-
rent with the world we live in now has never 
left me. I love the idea of being able to time-
travel via these things. When you look up at 
the night sky you are looking at light that is 
in some cases up to fourteen billion years old. 
The only authentic time-travel is astronomy 
and paleontology."

Rob has added about thirty specimens to Beautiful Earth's bounty, including a vertebrae 
from "a little gazelle-like dinosaur called Thescelosaurus," a bunch of Triceratops teeth 
from South Dakota, fossil jellyfish from Illinois, and the nose horn of a Triceratops, all of 
which he personally found in North Dakota. "...and because everybody knows about dino-
saurs but are less familiar with other fossils," says Rob, "it's really fun for me to be able to 
give a little lesson on some of these other animals, say, trilobites which were a super domi-
nant life-form for four hundred million years." He recently had the opportunity to enlighten 
some visitors who were skeptical about the origins of some of the shop's crystals—natural 
or man-made? Rob pulled up on his computer information about thirty-foot-long crystals 

Earth – Continued from Page 4

ABOVE: Beautiful Earth hosted Meet a Paleontologist in March. Rob Sula is a �eld paleontologist who 
goes on annual digs and has added at least thirty specimens to the shop's fossil collection. Here Julian 
Norman-Guarachi examines a crinoid fossil from Indiana with Rob in the background.

ABOVE: Window at Beautiful Earth displaying a 
forty-�ve-million-year-old fossil of Diplomystus 
dentatus from Eden Valley, Wyoming and celes-
tite from Madagascar.
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This oceanfront home sits on the bluff not far from the Navarro River. 
Serene and peaceful. Newly designed and built in 2006, this home has 
a beautiful marble entryway, a downstairs suite with three rooms and a 
full bathroom. Tiled balcony, majestic views. Two complete stories with 
lots of space. This is a two-bedroom home with multiple extra rooms: 
enough rooms to have 4–5 rooms as bedrooms. Balcony with views on 
upper level. Large living room, formal dining room. State-of-the-art 
kitchen with gorgeous granite and stainless steel appliances. 

Call A.B. today for a private showing.

SPARKLING BEAUTY BY THE OCEAN 




